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“Together apart.”

Those words popped to mind in the aftermath of
Wisconsin’s recall election as describing our political
culture.

The phrase was part of the title of a reporting project 20
years ago by the New Orleans Times-Picayune about myths
on race and segregation in the south. | met the project’s
editor shortly after it appeared and the title stuck with me.

Supporters and opponents of Gov.
Scott Walker rally outside the Capitol
on Tuesday, June 5, when Walker beat
opponent Tom Barrett in a recall
election to retain his post.

Now it seems to aptly describe Wisconsin’s gaping political

divide. We are together, but very far apart.
(1) More Photos

What will it take to nudge us closer, move us back to when
political debate seemed less a blood sport?

Madison360 blog

'Q Paul Fanlund

Paul Fanlund is the editor of The
Capital Times, the fifth editor in its
history. A long-time Madisonian, he
was a State Journal reporter and
editor before taking a business job
with Madison Newspapers for six
years. He joined the Cap Times in
2006. With Madison360, he offers

One compelling suggestion is that major business and
academic leaders, people with the cash and clout to speak
freely, need to step forward. The idea is not from a political
scientist but rather a historian, a professor who left the
University of Wisconsin-Madison last year.

Before we delve further, let’s reiterate the single most
important reason why so many who oppose Republican
Gov. Scott Walker’s governance do so, something his
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e Extra ballots printed for Dane County polls;
turnout forecast to hit 80% of registered

e Family, friends grieve after bodies of 2 girls
found in Lake Kegonsa

e Barrett loss brings disbelief, bitterness to
downtown Madison gatherings

e Walker: Time to stop fighting and look ahead
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Who are you planning to vote for in the 2012
presidential election?

O Barack Obama

O Mitt Romney

Page 1 of 5


http://host.madison.com/ct/
http://host.madison.com/search/advanced/?
http://host.madison.com/privacy/
http://host.madison.com/privacy/index.html#advertising
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fhost.madison.com%2Fct%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmadison_360%2Fmadison-to-reunite-wisconsin-elite-leaders-must-step-up%2Farticle_dcc2545c-b1ac-11e1-9939-0019bb2963f4.html&source=tweetbutton&text=Madison360%3A%20To%20reunite%20Wisconsin%2C%20elite%20leaders%20must%20step%20up%3A&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhost.madison.com%2Fct%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmadison_360%2Farticle_dcc2545c-b1ac-11e1-9939-0019bb2963f4.html%23.T9YKAa0hlVA.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fhost.madison.com%2Fct%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmadison_360%2Farticle_dcc2545c-b1ac-11e1-9939-0019bb2963f4.html
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
javascript:void(0)
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/news/local/madison_360/madison-to-reunite-wisconsin-elite-leaders-must-step-up/article_dcc2545c-b1ac-11e1-9939-0019bb2963f4.html?print=true&cid=print
javascript:return%20addthis_sendto('email');
http://host.madison.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=PAUL%20FANLUND%20%7C%20The%20Capital%20Times%20editor%20%7C%20pfanlund%40madison.com
http://host.madison.com/news/local/madison_360/madison-to-reunite-wisconsin-elite-leaders-must-step-up/article_dcc2545c-b1ac-11e1-9939-0019bb2963f4.html?mode=comments
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/ct/local/madison_360/
http://adx.metanetwork.com/clk?3,eJydTctugzAQ.JrccOQH5iHUg1MSKRKgRiVtlUsEixNQwFDsNFW-vs6j6b2j1c7uaGaXsIiSHfUk80OXBqykPCLMr4D4xC-Jg6MoYsSnHAeYOp8ZikXsDokQhzHA4opMfaWr2yj2AoRY3uaX4NKf52qZrE43CdbCuzsXCN99.8JsCOrfp.aOvb-PA5HM4IPFMHvY4jXP6JynucDJ-.K8icGk-aJNXzFPz291koO7ybMmy-ffaZcd0v0j-eQ4tTHDhIkJXdiqe22mXVE1uldT6DsrgbFNyZO21PZQtJbvji3z8N-GTI9GeVSNkejUaOiVbhSS7WVvZVHJUaPuqA3SRg7oONhkMZoGWrmtACh3OaCSFIAIkQSFIQsRxiQsSxp6bOdOa9O1P7B-hwQ=,
https://www.home-savings.com/page/personal/mortgageloans/loanofficers/
http://host.madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/extra-ballots-printed-for-dane-county-polls-turnout-forecast-to/article_9eeda132-af21-11e1-8fdf-001a4bcf887a.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/crime_and_courts/family-friends-grieve-after-bodies-of-girls-found-in-lake/article_4149fa6c-b18d-11e1-9395-0019bb2963f4.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/crime_and_courts/blog/barrett-loss-brings-disbelief-bitterness-to-downtown-madison-gatherings/article_6c67da70-afa8-11e1-bef0-001a4bcf887a.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/walker-time-to-stop-fighting-and-look-ahead/article_25c43234-af7c-11e1-a246-0019bb2963f4.html
http://host.madison.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/elections/analysis-of-voting-across-wisconsin-shows-how-walker-won/article_ae4c535e-b038-11e1-bbda-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.madison.com/advertiser
http://host.madison.com/circulation
http://host.madison.com/archives
http://host.madison.com/news/local/obituaries/
http://host.madison.com/users/profile/Jeremi/
http://host.madison.com/ct/
http://host.madison.com/sites
http://host.madison.com/ct/blogs/
http://host.madison.com/ct/opinion/
http://host.madison.com/ct/about
http://host.madison.com/weather/
http://my.madison.com/community/home.htm
http://host.madison.com/get-it/
http://www.carsoup.com/madison/home/Central-Wisconsin
http://host.madison.com/classifieds/jobs/
http://host.madison.com/classifieds/real_estate/
http://host.madison.com/classifieds/real_estate/apartments/
http://host.madison.com/sign-up-with-madison-com/article_d2d0770a-ae6c-11e1-b534-001a4bcf887a.html
http://host.madison.com/printable-guide-to-registration/pdf_c0968440-ae84-11e1-b191-001a4bcf887a.html
http://host.madison.com/data/city_salaries/
http://host.madison.com/archives/topics/wisconsin-recalls/
http://host.madison.com/sports/high-school/track/state-meet/
http://www.facebook.com/plugins/like.php?action=recommend&api_key=122839074409951&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%2Fconnect%2Fxd_arbiter.php%3Fversion%3D6%23cb%3Df2be38d70%26origin%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fhost.madison.com%252Ff1e63c0df8%26domain%3Dhost.madison.com%26relation%3Dparent.parent&extended_social_context=false&font=arial&href=http%3A%2F%2Fhost.madison.com%2Fct%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmadison_360%2Farticle_dcc2545c-b1ac-11e1-9939-0019bb2963f4.html&layout=button_count&locale=en_US&node_type=link&ref=.T9YKAUoVJXo.like&sdk=joey&show_faces=false&width=130#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://host.madison.com/content/tncms/live/#

Madison360: To reunite Wisconsin, elite leaders must step up

insights into the Cap Times and backers do not seem to fully grasp.
CT-fueled sites such as
77Square.com and Madison.com
sports, and shares information,
observations and links to help
readers better engage in our always

interesting city.

s

Rather than being solely or even mostly about unions, it is
this: never before has a governor so categorically
disenfranchised 40-some percent of his constituents,
excluding them from any role in any decision-making.
Predecessor Jim Doyle and every previous governor --
names including McCallum, Thompson, Earl, Dreyfus,
Schreiber, Lucey, Knowles, all of them, back to the guys
with the long beards -- at least tried to govern on behalf of
all.

Not Walker.

His funders and handlers shrewdly realized what many of us did not, that the cultural divide in
Wisconsin had so widened that it invited their full-scale assault, one which they have executed
with devious brilliance culminating in his cash-fueled recall victory.

That brings me to Jeremi Suri, who until last year was a star professor at UW-Madison and who
now teaches in the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas in
Austin.

Amid 2011’s Walker strife, Suri’s departure made news. He reflects now: “| just found the
atmosphere so demoralizing in Madison the last couple of years,” he says. “l wouldn’t say it was
causal entirely, but if the atmosphere had been different | don’t think we would have moved.”

But he remains dialed in from afar. His post-election blog post on conditions in Wisconsin is
eloquent:

“The Wisconsin Recall was about two echo chambers,” he wrote. “My friends, neighbors, and
former colleagues in the cities of Madison and Milwaukee had strong and persuasive arguments
about why Scott Walker has committed unforgivable sins. He slashed public services while he
approved give-backs to his friends in business. He denied workers the right to bargain, drained

public education and health institutions, and disdained peaceful student protesters. ... My friends,

neighbors, and former colleagues worked incredibly hard to unseat this evil man. They cannot
understand why anyone would support such a terrible person.

“Many other Wisconsinites ... cannot comprehend these heresies. Their perspective is more than
a disagreement. It is an entirely different vision of the world. The recall advocates paint the state
like Picasso with ominous colors and bright brush strokes; their opponents return to Norman
Rockwell with virtuous, hardy, ordinary men and women, trying to make their way. ... The unseen
(Madison-centric) elites and dependents do not really work, they do not maintain good families,

they do not go to church, and they do not love their country. They are leeches who have sold out

the good American stock. They must be contained and reformed by simple and sincere ordinary
men, like Scott Walker.”

Yup, pretty much sums it up, doesn’t it?

In his blog, Suri also invokes the late historian Richard Hofstadter, who wrote about a so-called
“paranoid” style of American populism and “anti-intellectualism” and its Wisconsin links to the
late Sen. Joe McCarthy.

Suri, an lvy League educated historian, describes how President Franklin Roosevelt, certainly a
member of the elite himself, rallied Americans from the Depression and through most of a world
war with a message of unity against a backdrop of anti-elitism that he says resonates again
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today in difficult economic times.

In an interview, Suri says: “I think leaders play an important role in helping to build the bridges by For Sale

which we can connect and learn. It’s very hard because we’re educated in certain ways. We live

in certain places. We tend to move in certain circles, and it’s not like you can just go visit people Carsoup Stuff Homes
and understand their world view.”

He adds: “What FDR did, and what other great leaders do, is he was able to articulate ... the
ways in which people experienced the Depression in different ways...the ways in which people
experienced World War Il in different ways. That’s why rhetoric is so important, it seems to me.”

$10837
But, | countered, today aren’t we living in a climate in which leaders, especially on the political 2006 Dodge Caravan SXT
right, are severely punished for appearing moderate? Baraboo Motors Inc.

L7, Bt o

“| agree,” Suri responds. “I don’t think it’s going to happen through traditional electoral policies. |
think it’s going to require people to do some extraordinary things. It's going to require some
people in the business community to step forward. It’s going to require people in the academic

. . . . . . $8500
community, and | think there has to be a sort of wellspring of activity around this from different 1988 Pontiac Firebird Trans AM/GTA
people who are, quite frankly, elites in their own ways.” Private Seller

In Wisconsin, he thinks it will require those with money and status “to say to themselves, ‘This is
important,” and actually put themselves out there.” Suri says: “There are a lot of people around
the state who have a lot of status who could make a difference. Where are the Bud Seligs (the

Milwaukee-based commissioner of Major League Baseball) and the others speaking out on these $3900
2002 Chrysler Pt Cruiser Dream Cruiser
Private Seller

issues? People who are respected.”

Suri also contends that Walker’s style has been more destructive than his substance. “The -
problem (is) with the attitude that Walker took, talking about dropping the bomb on people and
everything like that.

$12999

| also think one needs to put perspective on this,” Suri says. “He’s of course eliminated 2002 Jeep Wrangler Sahara

collective bargaining for (public) workers, but a lot of things he hasn’t been able to change, right? Baraboo Motors Inc.
..;\u: ]

“The university still pretty much operates as the university did, and most state agencies are doing
what state agencies did before. This is not to minimize what he’s done, but it isn’t a coup d’état.
The general elements of the state have gone on.”

$22500
Some depressed Democrats might regard this as a distinctly glass-half-full analysis and Suri as a 2008 Infiniti G35 AWD
Texas-sized Pollyanna, but | think his overall prescription makes a lot of sense. Private Seller

Many of us have yearned all along for mutual respect for both sides fostered by elites from

business, academia, wherever, who possess the stature to push back against critics. ;E:w The Capital Times on Facebook

~ = .
=he/ Dl Like
That path sounds optimal, but the fact is, it hasn’t happened so far, not even a little bit.
5,028 people like The Capital Times.
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